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stoke  Perry • 


King^s  Lynru 
July  9 1951-* 


Mr  .Chairman  9 Lady  Sc  Gentlemen 9 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Sanitary  Circumstances 9 Health  and  Vital  Statisi-ics 
for  your  District  for  the  year  ended  31st .Decemher 9I953. 

The  general  health  of  the  District  has  keen 
very  satisfactory  and  free  from  any  serious  Infectious 
Diseases. 


The  hirth  rate  (8<^9)  for  the  year  in  question  is 
much  lower  than  that  of  1952  - accounted  for  hy  29  fewer 
hirths. 

The  Death  rate  (32.5)  is  extremely  high  9 hut  this 
is  made  so  hy  the  fact  that  all  the  Residents  in  the  Howdale 
Home  are  classified  hy  the  Registrar  General  as  belonging 
to  Market. 

Fifty  deaths  occurred  in  the  Home  during  1953?  of 
that  number  only  four  were  Downham  residents  - the  remaining 
forty  six  from  all  over  the  Administrative  County*.  The 
death  rate  solely  for  Downham  Market  is  lh.7  which  is  lower 
than  it  was  in  1952. 

I would  like  to  thank  ycr^r  Clerk 9 ^‘Ir.G.HoDodman 
and  Mr. J, A.Thompson  the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  all  the  assistance  they  have  given  to  me  in  carrying 
out  my  duties. 


Your  obedient  Servant 

c . T . dar^^^t:.nt  . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health* 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Downham  Market  Urban  District  Council. 
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SUrilAP.Y  OP  VITAL  STATISTICS  ^ 1953 


Area  in  acres - * • • o » o • « , « • . 1 ^003 

Pop nl a i i o n i331***  •••••  <>  *«•  ••o  o««o  •«  <>  » • c •«  o • o • t © ©2^ !j~^ 3 


Population  1953  (Estimated) ^ 2 5,580 

Population  1952  (Census)  2^7^^^! 

Number  of  Separate  dwellings  occupied  1953« 919 

Rateable  value  1953 £165256 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  1953c*» £62 


LIA/E  BIRTHS©  Rate  8 *9%  pei"  1000  of  Population. 

Total  Male  Female.  Downham  England 


Legitimate.  21 
Illegitimate.  ,, _2_ 


15 

2 


6 


23 


17 


6 


Urban. 


& 


Yales. 


8.9 


15.5 


Admi ni s t r a t i \ 
County 0 


15.51 


STILL  BIRTHS.  1-male. 

DEATHS  Infants  under  1-year. 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  It-weeks. 
DEATHS  ALL  CAUSES.  RATE. 


Total 

Male 

i‘emale 

8h 

52 

32 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  CaiTses 

Deaths  from:= 

Cancer  (all  ages) 
Measles  do 
V':liooping  Cough 
Di arrhoea ( under  2-y r s ) 


22. 7h  21,05 
k 
2 


Downham  Engl  and  Admi  ni  >s  t r a t i ve 
Urban  7/ales  County 

32.5  11. h 11 a 71 

NIL. 


12. 

NIL. 

NIL. 

NIL. 
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SECTION  A 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  C0:NDITI0NS« 


Area  ( acres) 1003 

Population  (last  census  1952 2,7M 


DEATHS c The  total  numher  of  deaths-  assigned  to  this  District 
hy  the  Registrar  General  was  81-  as  compared  with 
70  in  1952* 

BIRTHS^  The  numher  of  Births  assigned  to  the  District  was 
23  as  compared  with  52  in  1952.  The  comparahility 
factors  as  supplied  By  the  Registrar  General  are: 
Births  1.11.  and  Deaths. 0.76. 

MATERNAL 

MORTALITY  There  were  again  no  maternal  deauhs  in  the  District. 


INBAIiT 

MORTALITY  Four  children  under  1-year  of  age  died  the 

District  during  1953  (Two  were  under  i.i-weeks)  • 

STILL  BIRTHS.  One  still  Birth  was  notified, 

SECTION  B. 

GEjTERAL  PROVISION  OR  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

GENERAL  MEDICAL  SERVICES 

1.  Norfolk  Executive  Council ^ 51  Prince  of  Wales*  Road 

Norv/ich..  Clerk  - R.  J. COBB.Esgr ♦ 

EAST  ANGLIAN  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD. 

2.  Senior  Administrative  Medical  Officer, 

Dr.J.B.Evren  M,D.  D.P.Ii. 

Croft-Holme,  117?  Chesterton  Road, 

CamB ridge. 

3.  (a)  general. 

Norfolk  & Norwich  Hospital,  Norwich. 

West  Norfolk  c-c  King*  s Lynn  Hospital , King*  s Lynn.. 
Jenny  Lind  Hospital,  Norwich. 

St. James*  Hospital,  King*s  Lynn  (Por  chronic  sick) 
The  Howdale  Home,  Downham  Marl^et. 

(b)  maternity 

'■Bst  Norfolk  d King*s  Lynn  Hospital(Maternity  Nnit) 
AddenBrookes  * Hospital , CamBridge. 

(c)  INEECTIOTISo 

County  Isolation  Hospital,  East  Dereham 
Isolation  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 

(d)  SANATORIA 

Kelling  Sanatorium,  Holt. 

BramBlewood  Sanatorium,  Holt. 


ll . 


( e ) II5IT.-.I 


Sto  Andrew’s  Hospital ^ Norwich. 

Hello sdon  Hospital ^ Norwich. 

K e ck  i n g - 1 air.  S an  a t o r i urn  ^ N o i' v/  i c h . 

Little  Plwmsteadj,  Norwiche 

MATERNITY  SERVICE S . 

(a)  District  Nurse 

Nurse  Reeves j2 5 London  Road^  Downham  Market. 

(h)  tiateriiit3^  heds  in  Regional  Hospital  Board 

Estahlishments Stow  Maternit37-  HorrOoStow  Bardolph 


5 


AMBULANCE  d HOSPITAL  CAR  SERI^ICE . 

This  is  a County''  Council  function  and  is  controlled 
hy  the  Joint  Ambulace  Comaittee.  It  is  worked  on  an 
Agency  basis  by  the  British  Red  Cross  and  the  Order  of 
0 1 . J ohn  and  B « V S . 

The  Downham  Urban  area  is  served  by  the  Downham  Market 
Ambulance 


V-/  O 


Infectious  Disease  cases  are  conveyed  by  East  Derehami 
and  King’s  Lynn  Infectious  Disease  Ambulances. 


6 


7. 


RED  CROSS  MEDICAL  I.OAN  DEPOT 


Dormh am  Ma r ke t 


■Irs.  loK.Burbeckn  Court  House 


COUNTY  -EDICAI.  SERVICES . 

The  Doo/nham  Market  Infant  Welfare  centre  is  held 
at  the  Health  Office  9 Howd.ale  Road. 

The  Assistant  Count^^  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  in 
attendance  at  the  session  which  is  held  from  2-1. p.m.  on  the 
second  Thursday  of  each  raonth. 

I must  register  raj  warm  appreciation  01?  the  voluntary 
help  given  at  each  session  by  the  ladies  of  the  local 
branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross. 

School  Minor  Ailment  Clinic 

This  is  under  fee  supervision  of  the  School  Nurse  who 
is  attendance  at  lO.ama.  every  Wednesday  during  the  term--. 

The  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Area  Health  Off ice ^Howdale 

Roade 

The  Assistant  County  NoO.Ho  attends  one  session  a 
month  or  more  often  should  the  necessitj^  arise. 

School  Dental  ,_C.i inic._c__ 

This  is  at  present  closed 9 as  no  Dental  Surgeon  is 
available. 


Home  Help  Service. 

The  County  Home  Help  Scheme  is  working  smoothly  and 
judging  by  resultSj  the  efforts  of  the  five  occasion 
Helps  are  greatly  appreciated.  There  are  noYi  67  Occasional 
Home  helps  for  Downham  Rural  ^Downham  Urban  and  I'iarshland 
Rural. 
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8. 


veni;;r:^al  disease  clinic. 


West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital* 

Males.  Eemales  and  Children. 

Tuesdays  (?:  Fridays.  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays. 

y.p.iTi.  3.p.^. 

9,  DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  Ly  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's  Staff. 

Disinfestation  of  heddingj  clothing,  etc. which 

he  carried  out  hy  this  departraent  are  sent  to 
the  East  Dereham  Isolation  Hospital. 

10.  LABORATORY  SERVICES. 

(a)  Puhlic  Health  Laboratory 
Isolation  Hospital 
Bowthorpe  Road, 

Norv/i  ch. 

under  the  direction  of  DR. I.M.Dowsett . 

(h)  Puhlic  Analyst: 

W* Lincoln  Sutton,  Espr.  F.RoI.C. 

Redwell  Street  o 
Norwich. 


SECTION  Co 


PREVALENCE  OF 


CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  d OTHER  DISEASES. 


SMALL  POX. 

NIL. 

SCARLET  FE^/ER. 

NIL. 

DIPHTHERIA 

NIL 

A very  satisfactory  report..  The  advisability  of 
encouraging  parents  to  have  young  chil.dren  inoculated 
against  diphtheria  has  met  with  a satisfactory  response. 

A combined  solution  of  ^Abio oping  Vaccine  and  Alum  Precipitated 
Toxoid  is  now  available  free  of  charge  to  all  G-eneral 
Practitioners  in  the  area.  Those  doctors  who  prefer  to 
have  the  vaccines  in  separate  bottles  can  obtain  these 
by  applying  to  the  Area  Health  Office,  Howdale  Road, 

-Downham  I'^arket. 


Under  l~yr. 

.l-4.yrs. 

5-9. yrs. 

10-11'-. yra. 

Total 

Estimated 

CiuLLa 

PD.pi.M.ati.Qn.> 

li 

92 

191 

Ih6 

U33 

596 

Percentage  72mQ% 


~6 


TOOOPINCt  coitg-h. 

28-caBGs  v/ere  officially  notified  during  1953*.  A 
vaccine  is  now  availaole  to  all  doctors  free  of  charf 
A coialoinatioii  of  this  vaccine  combined  with  that  for 
Diptheria  is  also  available* 


MEASLES Only  l-casOo 

TIJBEHCULOSIS ; - The  following  table  gives  the  number  of 
new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary  d Non-Pulmonary ) 


during  1953c 

ToB.All  formSo  Pate  per  1^000  population  Countj^  Pat 

Maleo  Female o Totals  Downbom  Market  TToD.Co 

1*  lo  2 0o7  *^07 


SECTION^  P, 


STATISTICAL  TA^AES*  1953. 

TAP 

LE  NO.l. 

Causes  of  Death, 

Causes  of  Deaths 

Male  * 

Female^ 

Total* 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach. 

L 

D 

5 - 

Maj.i  grant  Neoplasm  Lung  ^Bronchus® 

2 

— 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast* 

Other  Malignant  I.ym.phatic  & 

1 

1 

Neoplasm* 

3 

1 

1 

u 

Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system. 

9 

7 

16 

Coronary  disease  Angina* 

9 

1 

10 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease. 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Heart  Diseases® 

8 

5 

13 

8th er  Circulatory  Diseases, 

6 

6 

Pneumonia- 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchi ti So 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Pespiratory 

2 

— 

2 

System. 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis,  Nec^hrosis. 

1 

Jl. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate* 

2 

•— 

o 

(L 

Other  defined  & ill-defined  disease 

. 5 

13 

18 

52 

32 

8b- 

7 


TABLE o NO. 2> 


DEATH  MTE  OP  CHILDHEN. 


Causes  of  Death  of  Children  under  l-year»  - 1955 

Causes  of  Death.  Age  in  weeks ♦ 

1,  2,  lu  5-32  Total, 

Disease  of  Early  Infancy*  1 

Premature  Birth*  1 

Others.  1 

Disease  of  Pespiratory 

System. 

1 


11  2 h 


TABLE  NO* 3. 

NEW  CASES  OP  ANDdEATES  EPOM  TUBEPCIJLOSIS 


NP-W  CASES 


AGE. PESPTP^TORY 

Male  Eemale. 


-15 

1 

-25 

- 

1 

Total. 

1 

1 

DEATHS 


N I L. 


rH  rH  rH  rH  iH 


MONTHLY  IFCIDTNCT  OP  NOTIPIABLE  DISEASES 


OTHER  TH/RT  TUBERCULOSIS 


TABLE  NO.U 


HOT IP lABIY  D I SB ASS  S , 


Notification  in  Arc  G-roups  1953. 


J 

Bi sease • 

0- 

1- 

2- 

3- 

: .. . 

il- 

5- 

1 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

J.5- 

65-  Total 

Scarlet  Fever* 

Pnorporal  Pyrexia* 

Measles » 

'"lie Oping  Cough. 

Erysipelas. 

Pneniiionia* 

Inf e c t i ve  Jaundi c e . 

Poliomyelitis. 

2 

9 

5 

1 

1 1 

1 

10 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

ITIL 

NIL 

1 

28 

NIL 

7 

NIL 

1 

Totals. 

1 

2 



9 

5 

15 

1 

. 1 

1 

3 

k 

37 
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OF  RANTTARY  TNS'^FOTOR  & SURVEYOR, 


Mr,  Chairman 9 Lady  & Gentlemen ^ 

I Leg  to  submit  particulars  of  work  carried 
out  during  the  year  ended  31st •Decemher 91953* 


Insnections  during  the  Year, 

Ta V Numher  ^of  "houses  inspected  for  defects*  5L 

fh)  Numher  of  inspections  for  the  purpose*  72 

(c)  R-am'ber  of  houses  found  not  he  fit  in  all 

respaots  for  human  habitation*  36 

2 •Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notice*  30 

2 a *Remedy  of  Defects  after  service  of  Formal  Notice • 

TaT  Housing  Act  193^  NIL 

(h)  Public  Health^Actj  1936.  NIL 

3*  Number  of  New  Houses  built  or  under  Construction* 

YaV  Houses  completed  by  the  Authority*  6 

fb)  Houses  completed  by  County  Council  for  Police*  - 

(c)  Houses  completed  by  Private  Enter^orise*  5 

(d)  Houses  ^onder  construction  by  Local  Authority*  NIL 

fe^  Houses  under  construction  by  Private  Enterprise*  2 
(f)  Total  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority*  l66 


h.  Meat  Isnnection* 

The  Y/hole  of  the  meat  supplied  to  the  Urban  District 
comes  from  the  Ministry’s  Slaughter  houses  at  King’s 
Lynn.  During  the  year  IkS-lbs.  Meat  were  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption* 

5*  Food  Inspection* 

No  adulteration  of  any  foodstuff  was  reported  during 
the  year.  121-tins  and  packets  of  various  foodstuffs 
were  surrendered  voluntarily  as  unfit  for  human 

ooneuxrrptio®.* 

6.  Milk  and  Dairies* 

There  are  three  distributors  of  milk  in  the  Urban 
District.  None  of  them  produces  milk  in  the  Urban  area. 

7*  Movable  Dwellings* 

There  are  three  licensed  caravans. 


Public  Cleansing* 

( a y S Q a V e n/yj ng . The  whole  of  the  scavenging  of  both 
County  and  District  Roads  is  undertaken  by  the 
District  Council’s  employees.  On  the  whole,  the 
streets  are  kept  tidy. 


(l)  Refuse  Collection*  House  refuse  is  collected 

once  weekly  throughout  the  District.  A number  of 
properties  situated  just  outside  the  District  in  the 
Broomhill  and.  Crow  Hall  areas  are  also  served. 
Disposal  of  refuse  is  now  by  means  of  tipping  on 
land  at  the  sewage  works. 


9 « Salva  <:t0  ^ 

The  Council  continued  the  salvaging  of  a^aste  paper 
during  the  year«  Collections  amounted  to  hi' -tons. 

6 -cut So  l~qr  o 

r ■ hentruction  of  Rats  and  Mip^e » 

Poisoning  was  carried  oug  at  the  Refuse  Tii3  ^ Sewage 
"''orks  and  on  the  sewers*  Thirty  premises  in  the  town 
a.^ere  also  treated  hy  the  Councils,  The  eradication 
of  rats  is  not  practi cable  until  defective  sewers  have 
been  replacedu 

1 1 o ''^■^ater  Supply^ 

The  Water  Supply  in  the  District  is  from  mains  of  the 
Wisbech  & District  Y/ater  Board.  The  supply  comes  from 
deep  \aells  in  the  chalk  at  Marham.  Thirteen  properties 
were  connected  to  the  Board’ s mains  during  the  year. 

12.  Sea/erag:e  & Sea/age  Disposal* 

Consulting  Engineers  have  prepared  a scheme  for  the 
iirprovement  of  the  sea/erage  and  sewage  disposal  systemiSo 


FACTORIES  ACT  .1917  & 19h.8 . 

Part  i of  the  Act*  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions 
as  to  health ( including:  inspec-tions  m^ade  by  the  Sanitary  Insne ctor 

ilumber  of 

Funber  ^^iritten  Occuiciers 

on  Inspections  Notices,  Prosecute 

Premi  se  s r,  Register . 


Factorien  in  a/hich  Sections 
Ij2p3p’t  d 6 are  to 
enforced  by  Local 
Anthoritieso  8 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  aiiich  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  Local  Authorityc  28 

Other  premises  in  a/hich 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Ii  o c a 1 .Au  oh  o r i t y ( x c lud  in  g 

Out  -—'Jo  r k e r s ’ Premises-, 

« 


17 


NIL  NIL 


NIL  NIL 


NIL 


NIL 


NIL 


11-- 


2*  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found# 


Particulars*  Found 


Referred 

Remedied  To  H*M*  By  H.M. 

Inspector . Inspector • 


NuiTiber  of 
cases  in  whicl 
Prosecutions 
were 

instituted* 


•^^ant  of  Cleanliness*  - 

Over-crowding. 

Rnreason^Ble 

IZomperature.  1 1 

Inadequate 

Ventilation* 

Ineffective 

Drainage  of  Floors.  - 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

( a ) Insuf f i c i ent • 

(l) ) Unsuitable  or 

Defective.  - 

(c)Uot  separate 

for  sexes.  - 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Outv/ork. 


TOTAL  i i ^ NIL. 


PART  VIII  OF  THU  ACT 


OUTWORK 

Sections  110  and  111  - NIL. 
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I am, 

Mr. Chairman 9 Lady  & Gentlemen, 


J. A. THOMPSON. 


Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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